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Listing of the Claims 

Below is a listing of all claims together with a notation on the status of 



1 . (Currently amended) A method of prepanng a hard copy by forming a 
transparent coating layer on a recording medium in areas where image has been 
recorded, comprising the steps of: 

causing clear droplets to fly from a recording head toward areas where an 
image has been recorded; 

cunng said clear droplets while they are in flight u^m^cunm^ 
^^^^ 

. on adiustments to said curing intensity which ar . r.i^ t o saiH imaop ... 
recorded on said recording medium; 

depositing said cured droplets in satd-image-recorded areas of said 
recording medium so as to form said adear coating layer over said im agP - 

wherein a hard copy having a specified mir f^ r ^ y ^ prepared 

2. Canceled 

3. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 2 1, wherein an adjustment 
of the intensity of said cunng step that is to be performed on said droplets is for 
changing viscosity of said droplets as they are deposited on said recording 



4. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 3, wherein the a surface 
roughness of said clear coating layer that is formed of said droplets as they have 
been deposited and hardened is adjusted by changing the viscosity of said droplets 
as they are deposited on said recording medium. 

5. (Previously presented) A method of preparing a hard copy by forming a 
transparent coating layer on a recording medium in areas where image has been 
recorded, comprising the steps of: 
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causing clean droplets to fly from . recording head toward said areas where 
image has been recorded; 

curing said droplets while they are in flight; and 

depositing said cored droplets in said image-recorded areas of said 
recording medium so as to form said coating layer; 

wherein a curing intensity of said curing sfep ^ b ^ be ^ 
said droplets is adjusted in accordance with the image as recorded on sard 
recording medium and an adj ustment of the intensity of satd cunng step tha, is to 
be perfonned on satd droplets is for changing v.scos.ty of satd droplets as they are 
deposited on said recording medium; and 

wherein the intensity is adjusted for changing the viscosity lower as an 
■mage area to be coated by the cured droplets has a higher recording density. 

6. (Ortgina,) The method according to Cairn 1 , wherein said droplets contain a 
thermosetting resin materia, and satd curing step compnses applying inftared 
radiation to said droplets while they are in flight. 

7. (Previ 0usta ^ 

hard copy accurately reproduces gloss. 

8. (Previously presented, The method according ,„ Cam, 1, wheretn the prepared 
>»rd copypresents desired surface properties even if there is nnevenness in 
recording density. 



9. (Previous presented) The ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

hard copy is textured and looks real. 



